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The 



Plan 


Professor John E. (Boozer) Pitts has been appointed Manager of 
the All States Life Insurance Company’s Insurance Scholarship Plan. 

Institutions to be served by this Department of the Company’s 
work include the following: 

Alabama Polytechnic Institute 
University of Alabama 
University of Georgia 
Mississippi A. & M. College 
University of the South 
Oglethorpe University 
Howard College 
Spring Hill College 

Other universities have expressed an interest in the plan. Manager 
Pitts has had conferences with persons representing other universities 
in the sale of Scholarship Insurance and hopes to extend the usefulness 
of the plan considerably during the fall season. 

Auburn, however, leads in results accomplished. The Executive 
Council of the Alumni Association and the General Alumni Associa¬ 
tion have endorsed the plan as the best method available for raising 
funds for scholarships for worthy students. 

Full information can be obtained by addressing inquiries to— 


PROFESSOR JOHN E. (BOOZER) PITTS, 
Manager, Scholarship Insurance Plan, 

Auburn, Alabama 
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WEAR CLEAN CLOTHES 

It is your impression on others that counts most. We 
will be very glad to have you investigate our laundry 
service. 

American Dry Cleaners 

& Laundry 

F one 

IVE 

OPELIKA, ALA. 

Two Trips Daily to Auburn 








Farmers National Bank 


OPELIKA, ALA, 


We Pay 4% on Savings Accounts 



THE BIG STORE WITH THE 
LITTLE PRICES 


HAGEDORN’S 


Opelika’s Leading Dept. Store 
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two sons by 
Baptist, and 


B Y APPOINTMENT of Governor Miller, confirmed by the State Senate, 
Auburn now has two new trustees and a third was reappointed to 
succeed himself. The new trustees are Mr. H. H. Conner of Eufaula, and 
Mr. Charles S. Culver of Gadsden. Mr. Harry Herzfeld of Alexander City, 
was reappointed.. 

Mr. Conner succeeds John Flowers of Dothan, who was appointed by 
Governor Graves, to succeed Mr. Charles S. McDowell, who resigned. Mr. 
Flowers was not confirmed by the State Senate. Mr. Culver succeeds Mr. 
O. R. Hood of Gadsden. 

Herschel Henry Conner was born January 8, 1880, at Tuskegee, Ala., and 
^ educated there in private schools until he came to Auburn, graduating in 

^ fidfcJk 1901, as a B.S. in C. E. Following his graduation he worked with his 

^ father at Tuskegee in the cotton oil business. In 1904 he went to Enter- 

-« —■ ^ KjyBfe prise and erected an oil mill there where he remained until 1914 as one of 

I the purchasers of the Eufaula Cotton Oil Company. He is now owner and 
I president of that concern. 

mgjfiP' Mfe ? 1 Mr. Conner has been mayor of Eufaula, unopposed, for four terms, Presi- 

dent of the Eufaula Ice, Coal and Cold Storage Co., of the Alabama Cotton 
Seed Crusher's Association, 
and of the Eufaula Commer- 
• | " - wMIMa cial Club. He has been Di- 

T/ rector of the Chamber of 

^ Commerce of Eufaula, and a 
\ member of the Rotary Club 

m since its organization. | 

A '^XMKm Married in 1904 to Miss 

Frances Howard of Autauga- 1 

tt tt rAMMCD ville, who died in 1921, he S? 

H. H. LOININLK had tWQ daughters and three Mlfe, ■ 

sons. Mr. Conner has had ^ 

his second wife. Miss Kathleen Corker of Eufaula. He is a F 1 -®""** 1 

Chairman of the Board of Deacons of Eufaula. \ Y 


H. H. CONNER 


C S. CULVER was graduated from Auburn in 1903 as B.S., and in 1904 
• with M.S. In 1906 he had conferred upon him at Auburn the degree 
of M.E. From 1904 to 1919 he was connected with the Atlanta schools 
as high school instructor, department head there, founder and principal of 
the Tech High School, and later Assistant Superintendent of Education in 
Atlanta. 


Distinguished Auburn Alumni 


Retiring from school work, Mr. Culver became proprietor of the Gadsden 
Buick Company in 1919, and remained there ten years. He was former 
president of the Gadsden Little Theatre and is now vice-president. He is 
Past Master of the Georgia Masonic Lodge No. 96 of Atlanta, and past 
president of the University Club of Gadsden. For many years he has been 
a member of the Kiwanis Club. He is a member of the Methodist Church. 

In 1923 he was a member of the Alabama Legislature from Etowah 
County and is at present again a member of that body. 

In addition, Mr. Culver is an honored member of the Auburn Board of 
Trustees. 


DR. JOHN E. WALKER 


D R. JOHN E. WALKER has recently entered the practice of medicine in 
Opelika, thus returning to the vicinity of Auburn where! he received 
his early inspiration and training for exact scientific research. After grad¬ 
uating from Auburn, Dr. Walker studied medicine at Johns Hopkins, re¬ 
ceiving his M.D. degree there in 1915. Then, upon completion of hospital 
work, he entered the regular Medical Corps of the Army. He served two 
and one-half years in France, partly in the field with the famous First 
Division, and partly in base hospitals. His promotion was rapid, and he 
is one of the few men to have held a permanent commission as Major when 
only twenty-seven years old. 

After the war, he was instructor in the Johns Hopkins Medical School 
for one year, during which period he was on special leave of absence from 
the army. His other army assignments were Army & Navy General Hospi¬ 
tal, Hot Springs, Arkansas, and the Army Medical School and Walter Reed 
Hospital in Washington. 

The army in peace time, however, did not appeal to Dr. Walker and he 
resigned his commission to enter private practice after engaging in post¬ 
graduate work at Johns Hopkins and New York Post-Graduate Hospital. 
While at Hopkins, he completed experimental work relating to the cause 
of colds and influenza, and was offered an important full-time research and 
clinical position for the continuation of this work. The results of his 
experimental work on this and other subjects have been published princi¬ 
pally in the Journal of the American Association and the Journal of In¬ 
fectious Diseases. The im¬ 
portance of his publications 
is shown by the fact that 
they have been referred to 
and abstracted in British, 
French, and German medical 
periodicals, besides having 
(Continued on page 17) 
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Outlook Bright for Opening of Sixtieth Session 


r 



tute will begin September 7 and con¬ 
tinue two days, with class work, start¬ 
ing September 9. Plans for the open¬ 
ing have been announced by Presi¬ 
dent Knapp who says preparations 
are being made for a large enroll¬ 
ment. 

The catalogue has been printed and 
deans of the 11 schools, assisted by 
their faculties, are preparing for the 
opening and looking forward to an¬ 
other excellent year at Auburn. 

At the close of the 1930-31 session 
Dr. Knapp pronounced it the “great¬ 
est year in the history of the insti¬ 
tution, in spite of the many difficul¬ 
ties encountered during the year.” 
The enrollment was larger than any 
previous year and excellent work was 
done. 

The total enrollment for the regu¬ 
lar session of 1930-31 was 1,927. This 
compares with 1,797 the previous 
year, and 1,724 the year before that. 
The 1927-28 enrollment was 1,615. 
The enrollment of young women as 
well as young men increased rapidly. 

New Courses Offered 

The 11 schools are the school of 
agriculture, school of engineering, 
school of architecture and allied arts, 
school of textile engineering, school 
of science and literature, school of 
chemistry and pharmacy, school of 
education, school of home economics, 
school of veterinary medicine, school 


of military science and tactics and 
graduate school. Each is open to 
men and women. 

New courses will be offered and 
improvements made in line with the 
needs of the State. In a letter to 
prospective students, Dr. Knapp 
pointed out that a college education 


of the type offered at Auburn is ap¬ 
preciated more in times of financial 
depressions than when business is 
prosperous. Consequently, he is ad¬ 
vising high school graduates and 
others qualified to enter college to 
make a special effort to get started 
in the fall of 1931. He placed spe¬ 
cial emphasis on the value of techni¬ 
cal courses. 

Dr. Knapp announced two impor¬ 
tant new courses which will be of¬ 
fered in response to a known demand. 
They are courses in agricultural ad¬ 
ministration and engineering admin¬ 
istration. 

What Courses Teach 

The agricultural course will be of¬ 
fered for training persons who wish 
to serve agriculture in such capaci¬ 
ties as agricultural financing, co¬ 
operation, marketing and other fields. 
The course will include the general 
field of agriculture with the addition 
of courses in economics, business ad¬ 
ministration and accounting. 

The engineering course is designed 
for young men who intend to enter 
the business side of manufacturing 
and other engineering industries. The 
(Continued on page 19) 


The beauty at Auburn is reflected in the 
above pictures of some of the structures 
which house modern classrooms. In the 
upper left is Samford Hall, one of the ad¬ 
ministration buildings; upper right is Dun¬ 
can Hall, one of several new structures at 
Auburn. The two lower pictures are cam¬ 
pus scenes and a late photograph of Dr. 
Bradford Knapp, president, is shown below. 

(Plates Courtesy Birmingham News) 
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Billy Williams with group of friends present at Commencement. From left to right, they 
are: Mrs. Mamie Moore Willis, Miss Kate Lane, Miss M. A. (Allie) Glenn, and Mrs. Walter 

M. Reeves. 


Many Satisfactory Changes ” 


£ £ LD GRADUATES” of 

■ I the Alabama Polytech- 
nic Institute who came 
here May 18 for alumni day in con¬ 
nection with the fifty-ninth com¬ 
mencement have seen many things 
to make them joyful, as expressed 
by the alumni orator, William M. 
Williams of Washington, D. C., class 
of 1896. 

“We observe many satisfactory 
changes here,” said Mr. Williams, 
who is a member of the Washington 
bar. “We see how well our govern¬ 
ing bodies during the last two years 
have expended $800,000 for new 
buildings. We are informed that we 
have acquired the ownership of 3,- 
500 additional acres of farm land at 
various places in the State for ex¬ 
perimental purposes and that new 
buildings have been constructed at 
each Experiment Station. From the 
beginning of the fall term in 1927 to 
the beginning of the present scholas¬ 
tic year we have observed the regu¬ 
lar undergraduate enrollment at Au¬ 
burn increase from 1614 to 1814. 
Approximately 12,000 additional stu¬ 
dents attended the summer school. 
To these may be added 160 in short 
courses,—all told about 3,300 enroll¬ 


ed at Auburn. In addition, the col¬ 
lege reaches about 60,000 men and 
women who receive regular instruc¬ 
tion through extension agents.” 

Farmers Benefited 

Turning to work which Auburn 
does throughout the State, Mr. Wil¬ 
liams continued, “We watch with in¬ 
terest the benefits that the farmers 
of the State receive from the exten¬ 
sion work centered at Auburn. The 
extension staff and the experiment 
station, along with the entire institu¬ 
tion, participated in the excellent 
work for the improvement of the 
quality and length of staple of cotton 
lints,—mentioned by Dr. Knapp as 
‘outstanding’.” 

The speaker then complimented 
Dr. Fred Allison on his success in 
locating elements 87 and 85; Profes¬ 
sor W. D. Salmon on his vitamin 
work; and other members of the 
faculty on their outstanding achieve¬ 
ments. 

He then called attention to the 
numerous honors conferred upon 
members of the Auburn faculty and 
positions of leadership attained by 
them. 


Faculty Honored 

“During the year,” he continusd, 
“they have received the following 
honors: Dr. Fred Allison, of our 
Physics Department, was president 
of the Alabama Academy of Science; 
Professor A. D. Burke is Secretary 
of the Southern Section of the 

American Dairy Science Association; 
Prof. John A. C. Callan is president 
of the Alabama Section of the 

American Society of Civil Engineers; 
Miss Louise Glanton, head of the 
department of home economics, is 
councilor for the Alabama Home 
Economics Association; Prof. F. E. 
Guyton, of cur department of En¬ 
tomology and Zoology, is vice-presi¬ 
dent of Gamma Sigma Delta, which 
is a National Honor Society of Agri¬ 
culture; Prof. C. L. Hare is president 
of the Southern Conference, the ath¬ 
letic organization to which Auburn 
belongs; Prof. C. D. Killebrew is 
president of the Southeastern Sec¬ 
tion of the American Mathematical 
Association; Prof. Herbert Martin, 
of our department of chemistry, is 
vice-president of the Alabama Acad¬ 
emy of Science; Miss Mary E. Martin, 
our librarian, is president of the Ala¬ 
bama Library Association; Prof. J. 
M. Robinson, head of the department 
of Entomology and Zoology, is chair¬ 
man of the Cotton States Branch of 
the American Association of Eco¬ 
nomic Entomology and also Secre¬ 
tary of the Southern Beekeepers Con¬ 
ference; Prof. G. A. Trollope, head 
of the poultry department, is. secre¬ 
tary of the Record of Performance 
Council, branch of the Poultry 
Science Association of the United 
States and Canada, also vice-chair¬ 
man of the Poultry section of the 
Southern Agricultural Workers As¬ 
sociation, as well as secretary of the 
Southern Agricultural Workers As¬ 
sociation; and we are pleased to ob¬ 
serve that Prof. B. H. Crenshaw’s 
new book ‘Mathematics of Finance’ 
is meeting a splendid reception.” 

Percy Beard 

He then referred to athletics in 
connection with scholarship achieve¬ 
ments at Auburn, using Percy Beard 
as an example. Mr. Williams was in 
(Continued on page 18) 
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ROSS PORTRAIT PRESENTED TO COLLEGE 



Two members of the “Old Guard" who came 
to Auburn the last Commencement—M. K. 
Clemments, left, and Frank C. Dillard, right. 


BENNETT BATTLE ROSS 
Dec. 25, 1864—April 14, 1930 
Scholar, teacher, college administrator, 
friend. 

In him met light, justice, and mercy. 

He loved abundantly and was abundantly 
loved in return. 

He served unceasingly and his labors do 
crown him. 

T HE ABOVE is the inscription 
on the simple tomb of one 
of the greatest of all Ala¬ 
bamians, Dr. B. B. Ross, who was 
recognized internationally as one of 
the worlds greatest chemists. A num¬ 
ber of times he was offered extrava¬ 
gant salaries by corporations but 
these he refused saying that he pre¬ 
ferred to remain in Auburn and help 
make men. Dr. Ross loved his work, 
he loved Auburn, he loved his boys; 
the students who contacted his life 
were the finer, for his influence in¬ 
spired them not only to achieve in 
the world of science but to be great 
in character. 

Recently (during 59th commence¬ 
ment) a portrait of Dr. Ross was pre¬ 
sented to the Alumni Association of 
the Alabama Polytechnic Institute, 
which was hung in the Ross Building 
of Science. This painting was pre¬ 
sented by Mr. Tom Bragg of Bir¬ 
mingham, who said: 

“Twelve months ago today a me¬ 
morial service was held in yonder 
chemical building in honor of a be¬ 
loved son of Auburn. In that splen¬ 
did edifice which made real one of 
the dreams of his life and which per¬ 
petuates in brick and stone some of 
his labors and achievements, a great 
audience listened to eulogies concern¬ 
ing him. As one of the speakers then 
paying tribute to his memory, I en¬ 
deavored, all too imperfectly, to pic¬ 
ture his life and character; to in¬ 
terpret what he had meant to this in¬ 
stitution and to thousands of its stu¬ 
dents; to trace his outstanding ser- 


f A 

On the cover of the May issue of 

THE ALUMNUS was carried a re¬ 
production of the handsome oil por¬ 
trait of the late Dr. Bennett Battle 
Ross ’81. This portrait was duly 
presented to the Alumni Association 
on Alumni Day, May 18, by the Hon. 
Thomas Bragg ’01 of Birmingham, 
its donor. Judge Frank C. Dillard 
’75 of Sherman, Texas, accepted the 
portrait for the Association and in 
turn presented it to the college, with 
Pres. Bradford Knapp making an ap¬ 
propriate and touching speech of ac¬ 
ceptance. Prof. C. L. Hare ’91, de¬ 
voted co-worker and life-long friend 
of Dr. Ross, presided at the exercise 
which featured Alumni Day. 

From the interesting column “As 
We See It" by Scottie McKenzie 
Frazier in the Dothan Eagle we re¬ 
print her comment on the ceremony 
together with the remarks by Mr. 
Bragg. There follows the acceptance 
of the portrait on the behalf of the 
Alumni Association by Judge Dillard. 

—Editor. 

\_y 

vice as dean of its chemical depart¬ 
ment; as acting president of the in¬ 
stitution; and as state chemist; and 
also to note his contributions to the 
cause of pure science. Trying to ex¬ 
press in a measure the esteem in 
which he was held by everyone, his 
state-wide popularity, his magnetic 
personality, his brilliant mind, his un¬ 
selfishness, and his devotion to this 
institution, I acclaim him ‘a brilliant 
and gifted son of the South; Ala¬ 
bama’s model citizen; Auburn’s most 
loyal and useful son.’ 

“The Alumni Association, of which 
he was one of the founders and de¬ 
voted members, has set aside this 
hour for the presentation and recep¬ 
tion of a portrait of this well beloved 
and distinguished friend and brother. 
In presenting it, may I speak of him 
as the best friend of my heart and 
as one who embodied in the record of 
his days and deeds the very genius 
of friendship. 

Many-sided Personality 

“Would that I had the gift of ex¬ 
pression to bring before those who 
did not have the rare privilege of 
knowing him personally all the at¬ 
tributes of mind and heart, all the 
good deeds and all the unselfishness 


and untiring service that marked the 
life and career of this brilliant, many 
sided man. 

“Some months ago my duties car¬ 
ried me to the far away western sec¬ 
tion of our country. While there I 
viewed for the first time the Grand 
Canyon of the Colorado. From many 
angles I gazed into the abyss below. 
I saw down there mountain peak 
after mountain peak, and too, I saw 
myriads of colors and ever changing 
lights and shadows. Descriptive words 
and painted pictures had never con¬ 
veyed to mind and eye the gorgeous 
sight I then gazed upon. It is the 
despair of writer and artist. It never 
has, and never will be, described in 
words or transferred to canvas. 

Artist’s Task, Hard One 

“The artist who has here attempted 
to put on canvas the physical like¬ 
ness of our friend has been confront¬ 
ed with a like impossibility. No hu¬ 
man hand can portray the real Ben 
Ross whom we knew. And yet, we 
feel that he has wrought with rare 
skill and understanding and given 
us a likeness which will recall to us 
the well remembered form and fea¬ 
tures. 

“Professor Hare, I present this 
portrait of my friend, Bennett Bat¬ 
tle Ross, to the Alumni Association of 
the Alabama Polytechnic Institute, 
and give it to their loving care and 
keeping. May it hang forever upon 
the walls of the Ross Chemical Build¬ 
ing, a silent testimonial that though 
time moves on and seasons change, 
‘we forget not, we forget not.’ 

“May many generations of stu¬ 
dents and instructors gaze upon it 
and be inspired to emulate the ex¬ 
ample of our friend who gave the 
rich endowments and achievements 
of his life to the service of the youth 
of his country. 

“May this institution and other in¬ 
stitutions of learning have the rare 
privilege of sending forth in the years 
to come many men like Ben Ross, 
that our civilization may be led to 

(Continued on page 19) 
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Dr. Allison Discovers Elements 85 and 87 


T HE LAST possible substance 
that, according to received 
theories, can exist as a chem¬ 
ical element has been run to earth 
in Alabama, says a recent issue of 
the Literary Digest, carrying this 
story of Dr. Fred Allison's remark¬ 
able contribution to the scientific 
world under the heading “Last Ele¬ 
ment Found in Alabama". 

Thus the last three of all possible 
elementary substances have been dis¬ 
covered by American chemists, con¬ 
tinues this: 

Says a correspondent of the New 
York Times in a dispatch from Au¬ 
burn, Alabama, where the experi¬ 
ments were performed that resulted 
in closing the long list of elements 
first announced by the Russian chem¬ 
ist Mendeleeff, about 1870: 

“After a year of continuous scien¬ 
tific experiments, Dr. Fred Allison, 
professor of physics at the Alabama 
Polytechnic Institute, announced to¬ 
day the discovery of evidence indicat¬ 
ing that ‘element 85/ the last of the 
undiscovered chemical elements, has 
been found in sea water, fluorite, 
apatite, monazite sand (Brazilian), 
kainite (Stassfurt), potassium bro¬ 
mide, and the laboratory reagents, 
hydrofluoric and hydrobromic acid. 

“The announcement is not final, 
but the evidence obtained caused Dr. 
Allison to refer to it as ‘a high order 
of probability' of the presence of this 
element in the compounds named. 

“The magneto-optic method of 
analysis, which Dr. Allison developed, 
was used in the discovery. The same 
method and equipment were employ¬ 
ed in finding evidence indicating al¬ 
most conclusively the discovery of 
‘element 87,' which was announced 
here fifteen months ago. Since the 
announcement additional evidence 
has been revealed to increase its ac¬ 
curacy. 

“If the element 85 evidence be¬ 
comes conclusive, all the elements of 
the universe will be known to science. 
Their discoveries have been in prog¬ 
ress for more than a century. Sev¬ 
eral have been found within the last 
decade, but no scientist had perfect¬ 
ed a method capable of detecting ‘85' 
and ‘87’ until Dr. Allison produced 
his magneto-optic method, which is 
capable of detecting one part of 
substance in 100,000,000,000. 

“Element 85 appears to exist only 
in exceedingly minute traces, about 
one part in 1,000,000,000 being the 
greatest concentration found in any 
of the substances studied at Auburn. 


This explains why it has escaped rec¬ 
ognition by the methods previously 
used in research. A considerable 
concentration has been obtained by 
Dr. Bishop and Dr. Sommer. 

“Altho the discovery of the pres¬ 
ence of elements 85 and 87 is con¬ 
sidered a major scientific achieve¬ 
ment, the development of the method 
by which they were found is also held 
of great value to science because it 
can be applied to many practical 
uses." 

The method by which the discovery 
was made is thus explained in Science 
Service's Daily Science News Bulletin 
(Washington) : 

“The new method of analysis de¬ 
pends on a strange phenomenon dis¬ 
covered a long time ago by Michael 
Faraday, one of the greatest scien¬ 
tists of all time. The Faraday effect 
has to do with what happens to a 
beam of light passing through a trans¬ 
parent substance placed between the 
north and south poles of a powerful 
magnet. The vibrations of the light 
beam, if polarized, that is, confined 
to one direction to start with, are 
found to have rotated on passing 
through the magnetized liquid. 

“About a billionth of a second 
elapses after switching on the mag¬ 
net before the influence on the light 
vibrations is observed in the liquid. 
This lag is found by Dr. Allison and 
his associates to be different for 
different substances. 

“It is this delay that gives a means 
of identifying extremely small 
amounts of substances and in partic¬ 
ular the first traces of the new chem- 


■>! 

DR. ALLISON AWARDED 
AN HONORARY DEGREE 
V_ ) 

N RECOGNITION of the outstanding work 

he has done as a physicist and scientist, 
the honorary degree of doctor of science was 
conferred upon Dr. Fred Allison, professor 
of physics at Auburn, at the graduating ex¬ 
ercises during the 59th Commencement. The 
degree was conferred by Pres. Bradford 
Knapp upon authority of the Board of Trus¬ 
tees. 

Dr. Knapp had the following to say about 
Dr. Allison: 

“Native of Virginia, graduate of Emory 
and Henry University, Master of Arts and 
Doctor of Philosophy from the University 
of Virginia, teacher, scientist, physicist, dis¬ 
coverer of the magneto-optic method of 
analyzing substances which revolutionizes 
man’s knowledge of minuter and attenuated 
solutions to the ten millionth part; in whose 
hands this new method has given further 
confirmation if not the complete discovery 
of the existence of two new chemical ele¬ 
ments known by scientists as number 85 
and number 87, by showing their presence 
in certain materials and something of their 
chemical properties, exemplary, modest 
Christian gentleman and scholar, upon you 
the Alabama Polytechnic Institute now con¬ 
fers the Honorary Degree of Doctor of 
Science and all its rights and privileges.” 

ical element 85. Because of its 
small amount the lag was not dis¬ 
covered until a year or two ago, 
when Dr. Allison invented his new 
method of measuring it. 

“Until the discovery of illinium by 
Prof. B. S. Hopkins at the University 
of Illinois in 1926, no element had 
first shown itself to an American in¬ 
vestigator. 

“If the discovery of element 85 is 
confirmed by other investigators, the 
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FIGURE 2 


United States will have the distinc¬ 
tion of having found the three last 
and, therefore, the most inaccessible 
of all the elements. 

“Six elements have been discover¬ 
ed in the last seven years. Number 
72, called hafnium after the city of 
Copenhagen, was discovered in 1923 
by Prof. D. Coster and Dr. Georg 
Hevesy. Numbers 43 and 75 were 
isolated in 1925 and 1926 at the Uni¬ 
versity of Berlin by Dr. Walter Nod- 
dack and his collaborators and named 
masurium and rhenium.” 

From the Physical Review, pp. 
1178-1180, Vol. 37, No. 9, May 1, 
1931, we reprint the actual report 
of Dr. Allison and his associates. 

“Evidence of the Detection of Ele¬ 
ment 85 in Certain Substances” 

“With a magneto-optic method of 
analysis (Allison and Murphy, Jour. 
Amer. Chem. Soc. 52, 3796 (1930); 
Phys. Rev. 36, 1097 (1930) we have 
made a search for element 85 in va¬ 
rious substances in which its pres¬ 
ence might be suspected. Out of a 
considerable number of substances 
examined, we have found evidence 
which seems to us to indicate, to a 


high order of probability, the pres¬ 
ence of element 85 in the following: 
sea water, fluorite, apatite, monazite 
sand (Brazilian), kainite (Stass- 
furt), potassium bromide, hydro¬ 
fluoric acid and hydrobromic acid. 
The evidence is presented in the data 
displayed in the accompanying 
graphs, and is supported by certain 
chemical reactions. 

“In Fig. 1 are plotted the atomic 
weights of the halogens against the 
scale readings of the minima of light 
intensity characteristic of several of 
their compounds, increasing scale 
readings representing decreasing 
time lags. These acids as do other 
inorganic acids which we have studi¬ 
ed, produce each two characteristic 
minima, while the salts, as do other 
inorganic salts, produce in general 
minima equal in number to the 
known isotopes of the metallic ele¬ 
ment of the salt. 

“The two lower curves (Fig. 1) 
show our observations for hydro- 
flouric, hydrochloric, hydrobromic, 
hydriodic acdis and what we will call 
provisionally ‘85’ acid, each acid 
forming two minima of light. The 
other curves, in order, exhibit the 


data obtained for the halides of lith¬ 
ium, aluminum, magnesium, ammon¬ 
ium, iron, calcium, and sodium. It 
will be seen that we find minima in 
each case appropriate to an ‘85’ salt, 
that the number of these minima is 
without exception the same as that 
of the other halides and that they 
lie well on the extended curves. 

“The same data are shown some¬ 
what differently in Fig. 2, in which 
the chemical equivalents of the iso¬ 
topes of the metallic radicals are 
plotted against the scale readings of 
the characteristic minima of the 
compounds. The upper curve rep¬ 
resents the fluorides of hydrogen, 
lithium, aluminum, magnesium, am¬ 
monium, iron, calcium, and sodium. 
The next three curves represent, re¬ 
spectively, the chlorides, the bro¬ 
mides and the iodides, while the last 
curve represents what we have term¬ 
ed the ‘85’-ides, of the same elements. 
We have not as yet extended our ob¬ 
servations for the five series beyond 
sodium, except in the case of the 
chlorides, because of the difficulties 
introduced by the overlapping in 
these regions of the scale of the mini¬ 
ma produced by the halogen salts of 
the heavier elements. 

“According to our quantitative es¬ 
timates, the greatest abundance of 
the element found in any of the 
above mentioned substances, in un¬ 
concentrated form, is of the order 
of 1 part in 10. Concentrations in 
the form of Li85, using monazite 
sand as a source, are now in progress 
and have already met with consider ¬ 
able success. The characteristic mini¬ 
ma of H85 disappear on the addition 
of aqua regial bromide or iodine to 
the solution. These minima are re¬ 
stored by the addition of sulphur di¬ 
oxide or stannous chloride. These 
are the only oxidizing and reducing 
agents which have been tried. All 
reagents used gave negative tests for 
H85. 

“These investigations have been 
under way since the middle of the 
past summer. More recently they 
have been repeated and extended by 
one of us (F.A.) in a somewhat more 
precise manner, while the chemical 
investigations have been carried on 
by two of us (E.R.B. and A.L.S.). 

FRED ALLISON, 

EDGAR J. MURPHY, 
EDNA R. BISHOP, 

ANNA L. SOMMER. 

Department of Physics, 

Alabama Polytechnic Institute, 
April 3, 1931,” 
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‘Difficult c&imes 

HE YEAR 1931 and particularly 
the winter of 1931-32 bids fair 
to be one of the most difficult periods 
in the history of our country. It is 
impossible for me to discuss it in so 
brief a presentation as this. The 
greatest thing is to realize that the 
time is different, that we have pass¬ 
ed the great period of expansion and 
growth, that we may no longer in¬ 
crease production and expect the 
world to buy at any price and we 
ourselves to turn and build our ma¬ 
terial civilization with enormous 
rapidity. There are some problems 
which must be solved. They will 
never be properly solved in the old 
atmosphere of selfishness and lack 
of consideration. I believe the day 
is coming when state and nation, and 
the world as a whole, must sit down 
and figure out how we may all work 
together; how the problems, the in¬ 
terests, the happiness and the life 
of each group may be properly ad¬ 
justed to every other group. In such 
a process we need the broadest kind 
of education, tolerance and under¬ 
standing. Auburn’s task is to serve 
the state more deeply, conscientious¬ 
ly, and fundamentally in such a time 
than she has ever served it before. 
Our great Extension Service has per¬ 
formed, and is performing at this 
time, a more noteworthy service for 
the State of Alabama than most men 
may know. The fall and winter gar¬ 
dens, the food and feed crops which 
have been put out under the urging 
of these men and women who work 
under the banner of Auburn will save 
many a family and many a difficul¬ 
ty this winter. Unless you go out 
and see what has been done it is 
pretty difficult for the average per¬ 
son to know how great the effort 
has been. Every experiment station 
and every farm over which Auburn 
presides will show an example of liv¬ 
ing at home and will give leadership 
and bestow a hopeful attitude upon 
hundreds of thousands of farmers. 

finances 

UBURN’S FINANCES are in dif¬ 
ficulty only because the State 
of Alabama is in difficulty. If what 
the State of Alabama owes the insti¬ 


tution, under appropriations which 
are the law of this state, could be 
paid, our problem would be relative¬ 
ly easy. Of course it is not easy to 
finance a new year with a larger stu¬ 
dent body and a greater responsibili¬ 
ty on the same funds we have had 
for some years past but we accept 
that as a definite burden and are wil¬ 
ling to work it out. The only diffi¬ 
culty we have is not receiving our 
state appropriations promptly. 

I noticed in an Alabama paper the 
other day a statement from a very 
excellent man showing a total mis¬ 
understanding of the situation. He 
referred to the authority granted by 
the board of trustees to borrow some 
money and spoke of it as though the 
institution was going on with an ad¬ 
vancing program and that this money 
was being borrowed for the purpose 
of expansion. Nothing could be far¬ 
ther from the truth. The board 
authorized a loan merely for the pur¬ 
pose of financing the institution on 
the basis of the warrants which have 
been issued by the state and which 
have not been cashed. 

I hear a great deal of discussion 
about the high cost of education. Out 
of every dollar paid out of the State 
Treasury the whole of higher educa¬ 
tion receives only approximately four 
and one-half cents and Auburn re¬ 
ceives only eight mills for the sup¬ 
port of the institution on the cam¬ 
pus; only three and one-third mills 
for the support of all the experiment 
station work, including, the branch 
stations, and only four and seven- 
tenths mills for the support of ex¬ 
tension work out over the state. That 
amount is equal to about seven-tenths 
of one per cent of the value of manu¬ 
factured products in the state in the 
year 1929 and about one-tenth of 
one per cent of the value of the agri¬ 
cultural and manufactured products 
of the state. 

Summer School 

We have had a great summer 
school. It was the largest in the his¬ 
tory of the institution. There was fine 
devotion to work and every possible 
showing of keen advancement. 


rospects 

The inquiries regarding the new 
year have been greater than ever be¬ 
fore. Of course a large percentage 
of these inquiries have been from 
those who are asking for help to get 
through college but none the less the 
young men and the young women of 
Alabama are anxious to get an edu¬ 
cation and they are willing to work 
for it. That is a comforting fact. 
It is difficult to predict the attend¬ 
ance for this fall but the inquiries 
thus far would warrant us in saying 
that there should be an increase in 
attendance. 

An Act was passed through the 
Senate and House of Representatives 
giving the board of trustees power 
to deal with the property of the in¬ 
stitution in a better way and the 
Alumni Association is incorporating 
itself so as to be able to hold title 
to property and work more efficient¬ 
ly with the institution in promoting 
its best interest. I wish to pay a 
compliment to the new president of 
the Alumni Association, Dr. George 
E. Blue, who has been largely re¬ 
sponsible, with the help of many of 
the alumni, in putting this matter 
through the legislature and getting it 
in shape so that we are hoping, before 
long, to go forward with some parts 
of the program which for the past 
year seem to have stood still. Only the 
badly needed things will be done and 
they will be things that will pay their 
own way and help Auburn immeasur¬ 
ably. I am sure there will be more 
news along this line before many 
days have gone by. 

eTYCajor Kennedy 

Just as this is being written Major 
John T. Kennedy, of the Field Artil¬ 
lery, who has been Commandant here 
for the past five years, is leaving the 
institution and his loss will be deep¬ 
ly felt by all of us. For five years 
he has set a wonderful example upon 
the campus of this institution. A man 
of soldierly life and experience, hav¬ 
ing those fine qualities of gentleman¬ 
liness characteristic of his origin, he 
has fitted himself wonderfully into 
the life of the institution and the 
community in many more ways than 
(Continued on page 18) 
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U nfortunately, the word 

“politician” is used frequently 
in a critical way. The remark “he 
is a politician” is often heard when it is not 
meant as a compliment. 

Billy Williams referred to this in his alumni 
oration at Auburn on May 18. He said that he 
saw recently a newspaper statement concern¬ 
ing what was claimed to be a “political ma¬ 
chine at Auburn.” Mr. Williams then com¬ 
mented upon it about as follows: “We haven’t 
had enough politicians at Auburn and we have 
been suffering because of it.” 

When the facts are analyzed it becomes ap¬ 
parent that Mr. Williams is very correct. Au¬ 
burn is a State institution, deriving its support 
from public funds appropriated by men who 
have attained to their positions by political 
means. How then can Auburn expect to ob¬ 
tain the support she is entitled to obtain without 
dealing with politics in a proper and ethical 
manner? 

This brings to memory a statement by the 
Hon. Josephus Daniels in a baccalaureate ad¬ 
dress, at Auburn a few years ago. If our mem¬ 
ory is correct, Mr. Daniels used these words: 
“Everything that is worth while begins and 
ends in politics.” 

Continuing to give his views on the situation, 
Mr. Williams declared that he “wants to see the 
alumni of Auburn as a sweeping giant active 
in their opposition to any man or measure 
which is contrary or detrimental to the welfare 
of Auburn.” 

And Mr. Williams is right. 

T HE RESPONSIBILITY of en¬ 
deavoring to serve in the ca- 
Blue’s Message pacity of president of the Alum¬ 
ni Association for the year 1931- 
32 has been accorded me, in absentia, without 
the remotest desire on my part of undertaking 
such an arduous task. 

I am grateful to the alumni for the honor be¬ 
stowed and wish it to be understood that with¬ 
out the fullest cooperation on the part of the 
individual alumnus and alumni clubs every¬ 
where little can be done. 

We are all conscious of the strenuous times 
now thrust upon us and it is up to every true 
Auburn man to add his bit for the continued 
promotion of the projects under way in behalf 
of our Alma Mater. It is no time to back down, 
but it is the time for all of us to be on tiptoe for 
advancement, despite every apparent difficul¬ 
ty. I believe we shall not be disappointed in 
the final achievements resulting from the heroic 
cooperation of our men. 

Incident to the burdens and problems arising 


at this time through no fault of our own, we are 
facing some difficult tasks which can be solved 
only by diligent, cooperative effort. Will every 
man join with us in helping to carry on? We 
realize that all of us have our personal and in¬ 
dividual responsibilities to care for, but shall 
our efforts, even now, be solely directed to per¬ 
sonal problems, losing sight of things to be done 
which can only be achieved for the advance¬ 
ment and promotion of our college by our unit¬ 
ed effort and concern? 

I am called to serve as president of the Alum¬ 
ni Association. This is an honor, to be sure, but 
I take it that something must be done during 
my encumbency that will show results. Others 
in this organization have been chosen to act in 
the various capacities of vice-presidents of the 
congressional districts in the State and other 
states, as members of the Executive, Athletic 
Advisory, and Cooperative Relationship Com¬ 
mittees. Evidently there is a function and duty 
for each man appointed to these offices and 
committees. I beg that each of us may endeavor 
to search out the things to be done and try to 
determine how they may best be brought about. 

No one can tell me that 5,000 enthusiastic, 
loyal, intelligent Auburn men working harmoni¬ 
ously together cannot achieve great things. 

Let’s Do It! 

The “Old Auburn Spirit”, of which we are 
a product and a part, tells me that you will do 
your best and I pledge to you my most energetic 
service. 

Sincerely yours, 

GEORGE BLUE, President, 
Auburn Alumni Association. 

A GAIN the splendid response 
of Auburn and Opelika busi- 
Come Through ness men has made the publica¬ 
tion of The Alumnus a financial 
possibility. They have recognized its value as 
an advertising medium. Moreover, they are 
willing to turn their support toward a project 
fostered by Auburn men. 

To them every alumnus is deeply apprecia¬ 
tive. 

Read the advertisements and familiarize 
yourself with the firms which are helping put 
over the work of the Association. Naturally 
we shall take pleasure in patronizing those who 
cooperate with us. 

Incidentally, The Alumnus will gradually 
widen its advertising opportunity to firms and 
professional men in the larger cities of the 
State. If you are an Auburn man in business, 
won’t it be worth while for other Auburn men 
to be reminded of this fact? “Auburn men 
stick together”, you know. 
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ATHLETIC 


By ELMER G. SALTER 
Sports Editor, A. P. I. 



GRID PROSPECTS BRIGHTEST SINCE 1926 


F ootball prospects are the 

best since 1926. Coach Chet 
Wynne is making no predictions on 
the outcome of the season’s nine- 
game schedule against Birmingham- 
Southern, Wisconsin, Georgia Tech, 
Florida, Spring Hill, Tulane, Se- 
wanee, Georgia, and South Carolina, 
but he says that the 1931 Tigers will 
be stronger than last year. Every 
Southern football fan remembers 
that the 1930 eleven won the first 
Southern Conference victory annexed 
by an Auburn team in four years. 

Assisting Wynne with the varsity 
gridders will be Roger J. Kiley, one 
of the greatest ends ever turned out 
at Notre Dame, and Sam McAllister, 
who produced one of the leading cage 
teams in the South and a Dixie 
League and Southern Conference 
championship baseball team the six 
months here during the 1930-31 term. 
McAllister joined the Plainsman 
coaching staff last December and has 
already made a name for himself as 
one of the shrewdest college basket 
ball and baseball mentors in the Unit¬ 
ed States. 

Coach Wynne w T ill have charge of 
the backs and Kiley and McAllister 
the linemen. McAllister, a St. Viator 
graduate, attended two of the late 
Knute Rockne’s summer coaching 
schools and is well versed in the sys¬ 
tem that started Auburn out of the 
football wilderness last season. 

In charge of the freshman squad 
this season will be one of the most 
valued members of the coaching staff 
—Earl “Bull” McFaden. McFaden, 
assistant coach for the past two 
years, tutored one of the strongest 
plebe teams Auburn has ever had in 
1929, and assisted Wynne with the 
varsity forward wall candidates last 
year. Combining what he already 
knew of the intricate Notre Dame 
system with the experience he gained 
last term, McFaden will be able to 
teach the 1931 Cubs the same system 
used by the varsity. 

McFaden is a natural leader of 
boys. Much of the success of the 
1931 team is due him because of the 
right training given the 1931 sopho¬ 
mores during their first year. Sopho¬ 
mores performed in the majority of 


the coveted positions on last year’s 
team. They were hard workers, train¬ 
ed diligently and, above all, kept up 
with their classroom work. Most of 
this was due to the interest McFaden 
took in them as rodents in 1929. 
Wynne realizes the importance of 
the position of freshman football 
coach, which is the reason he is giv¬ 
ing it to McFaden. 

From the 1930 team will be miss¬ 
ing Dunham Harkins, an outstanding 
center; Erquiet Taylor, tackle; Joe 
Burt and Billie Hill, guards, and 
probably Frock Pate, halfback, let¬ 
ter men, and Carl Creel, end; John 
Wilson, tackle, and Carl Schlich, 
guard, “A” wearers in 1929. Fill¬ 
ing the shoes of Harkins and Burt 
creates quite a problem for the 
Plainsmen tutors. 

The veterans returning are Lee 
Johnson and Ralph Jordan, centers; 
Commodore Wood, Donald Jones and 
Ernest Molpus, guards; Co-Captain 
James Bush, Robert Arthur, Hannis 
Prim, and Herbert Miller, tackles; 
Porter Grant, Cary Senn, George 
Egge, and Sam Mason, ends; Co-Cap- 


W ITH THE transfer of the Au¬ 
burn-South Carolina football 
game next Thanksgiving from Co¬ 
lumbia, S. C., to Montgomery, Ala., 
the Cradle of the Confederacy will be 
the scene of three of the Tigers’ most 
attractive games. The season will 
again open at Cramton Bowl against 
Birmingham-Southern in an after- 
dinner affair, Friday night, Septem¬ 
ber 25, and the mighty Tulane Green- 
ies will be encountered there, Satur¬ 
day, November 7. 

Since a large number of Capital 
City boys are expected to play im¬ 
portant roles on Chet Wynne’s 1931 
eleven, and the Plainsmen are play¬ 
ing a trio of their leading games in 
Montgomery, three of the largest 
crowds ever to witness Auburn in ac¬ 
tion are expected to see the Auburn- 
Birmingham-Southern, Auburn-Tu- 
lane and Auburn-South Carolina bat¬ 
tles. 


tain Chattie Davidson and Ike Park¬ 
er, quarterbacks; Jimmie Hitchcock 
and Lindley Hatfield, halfbacks, and 
Tom Brown and Tom Shackleford, 
fullbacks. 

The leading recruits from the 
frosh ranks expected back are Will 
Chrietzberg and Fred McCollum, cen¬ 
ters; Henry Chambless, Leslie Wood- 
all, and Ferroll Searcy, guards; Mark 
Holmes, Ralph Garris, and Ralph 
Burleson, tackles; David Ariail, Del- 
burt Blunt, James Daniels, John Hug¬ 
gins, Howard Randolph, and Her- 
shel West, ends; Thomas Head, Jack 
Baker, and George Williams, quarter¬ 
backs; Casey Kimbrell, Firpo Phipps, 
Allen Rogers, Ralph Neal, and Robert 
Adams, halfbacks, and Marion Talley, 
Sterling Dupree, and Ellis Royal, 
fullbacks. 

George Holdcroft and Leonard 
Wagnon, tackles; Eugene Cook, Felix 
Creighton, and George Jenkins, half¬ 
backs, and Richard Wible, fullback, 
reserves in 1930, showed improve¬ 
ment during spring training and are 
also expected to be very much in the 
running for regular positions. 


The Auburn-South Carolina en¬ 
counter will be the only college 
game played in the State on Turkey 
Day and it is believed that 10,000 
or more ardent fans will be on hand 
when the referee blows his whistle 
to start the Bengals into action for 
the final time during the 1931 cam¬ 
paign. The season will close against 
the Gamecocks. 

Madison, Wis., Atlanta, Jackson¬ 
ville, Auburn, Birmingham, and Co¬ 
lumbus will be the scenes of Au¬ 
burn’s other battles. Wisconsin, 
Georgia Tech, Florida, Spring Hill, 
Sewanee, and Georgia complete the 
nine-game menu. 

The complete schedule follows: 

Sept. 25—Birmingham-Southern at 
Montgomery (Friday night). 

Oct. 10—Wisconsin at Madison, 
Wis. 

Oct. 17—Georgia Tech at Atlanta, 
Ga. 


Three Games in Montgomery 
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BEARD - - WORLD’S CHAMPION 



P ERCY BEARD, Auburn’s 23-year 
old world’s champion hurdler, re¬ 
ceived the plaudits of his many ad¬ 
mirers in Auburn when he was feted 
by the City of Auburn and the local 
civic clubs and presented with a 
handsome traveling bag at a testi¬ 
monial dinner at the Thomas Hotel, 
July 15. 

Beard, who instructs in civil en¬ 
gineering at his Alma Mater during 
the scholastic year, holds the world 
records for the 120-yard high hurdles 
and 70-yard indoor high hurdles. He 
also is National Indoor High Hurdle 
Champion and has not met a reverse 
over the high timbers since 1929. 

Pres. Bradford Knapp, as toast¬ 
master, presided in his usual eloquent 
and pleasing manner, and along with 
B. L. Shi, registrar and executive 
secretary; Wilbur Hutsell, one of the 
greatest track coaches in the coun¬ 
try and the only track tutor Beard 
has ever had; Boozer Pitts, professor 
of mathematics at Auburn and an 
All-American football center during 
his gridiron career at the Plains, and 
Colonel Bruce McGehee, former Van¬ 
derbilt star gridder and pastor* of 
the Auburn Methodist Church, paid 
many fitting and glowing tributes to 
the Greensboro youth and the leading 
hope to win points for the United 

FOOTBALL SCHEDULE 

(Continued from page 12) 

Oct. 24—Florida at Jacksonville, 
Fla. 

Oct. 31—Spring Hill at Auburn, 
Ala. 

Nov. 7—Tulane at Montgomery, 
Ala. 

Nov. 14—Sewanee at Birmingham, 
Ala. 

Nov. 21—Georgia at Columbus, 
Ga. 

Nov. 26—South Carolina at Mont¬ 
gomery, Ala., (Thanksgiving). 


States over the high fences at the 
Olympic meet in Los Angeles next 
year. 

Besides the many well-deserved ad¬ 
jectives paid him as the world’s great¬ 
est all-time hurdler, Beard’s four- 
year scholastic record at Auburn 
came in for much praise. He led his 
class every year, finishing with high¬ 
est distinction with a four-year mark 
of 94.12. He averaged 96.27 his 
senior year and was elected to Phi 
Kappa Phi and Tau Beta Pi, the high¬ 
est honorary societies in which a stu¬ 
dent in engineering is eligible. 

Beard has declined several offers 
to accept lucrative positions in the 
East and will return to Auburn next 
year in his present capacity as in¬ 
structor in civil engineering. Under 
Wilbur Hutsell, member of the 1928 
United States Olympic coaching 
staff, he will prepare for an active 
indoor campaign in the East next 
winter and for the Olympic tryouts. 


AUBURN FRESHMAN SCHEDULE 
Football 1931 

Sept. 26—B’ham-Southern on Auburn 
Campus 

Oct. 23—U. of Georgia in Athens, Ga. 

Oct. 30—U. of Florida in Gainsville, Fla. 
Nov. 14—Tulane in Auburn (Campus) 

A fifth game will be added to the fresh¬ 
man schedule at a later date. 



A S COLLEGE boys here in the 
90’s they were both great pitch¬ 
ers on Auburn’s first baseball team; 
now they are both great public school 
executives. Dr. Charles A. Brown 
’92 and Dr. Edward Baker Mell ’93 
are the gentlemen referred to above 
as they stand on either side of Dr. 
George Petrie who coached Auburn’s 
baseball in those days in addition to 
teaching regular classes in history 
and Latin. 

Dr. Brown is assistant superintend¬ 
ent of schools in Birmingham, one 
of the highest ranking systems in the 
South, and Dr. Mell is principal of 
the high school at Athens, Ga., like¬ 
wise a splendid educational system. 

Many were the interesting inci¬ 
dents recalled regarding those early 
baseball days in Auburn when these 
three gentlemen were together on 
Alumni Day. Once in a game with 
Opelika, during the year ’92-’93, Ed 
Mell, as his classmates knew him, 
struck out 24 men. Ed pitched a 
great game against the University 
(Continued on page 17) 
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What Became of the Classmates? 

1 _ J 


1880 

Dr. H. L. Pearson of Clarksville, 
Texas, has been visiting Mrs. B. B. 
Ross and other friends in Auburn. 

Dr. Pearson is a dentist and is one 
of five brothers from a family of ten 
children (eight boys and two girls) 
to attend college at Auburn. They 
were reared at Dadeville. The other 
four who attended Auburn are Dr. A. 
A. Pearson of Autaugaville, Ala.; 
Gen. C. L. Pearson of Alexander City; 
S. P. Pearson, a merchant at Macon, 
Georgia, and Dr. L. W. Pearson of 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 

1881 

Joseph Calloway gives his address 
as Box 627, Biloxi, Miss. 

James Madison Reid, Box 248, 
Pilot Point, Texas, was a recent visi¬ 
tor on the campus. Mr. Reid grad¬ 
uated from Auburn in engineering. 
In 1890, he received an Honorary C. 
E. Degree. He was a member of the 
American Railway Engineer Associa¬ 
tion and the National Geographic So¬ 
ciety. He has retired from active 
work and is living on a ranch. 

1884 

John Wm. Lockhart, gives his ad¬ 
dress as 2009 S. Roper St., New Or¬ 
leans, La. 

1886 

Augustus J. Whitfield is president 
of the Clover-Fork Coal Co., Kitts, 
Ky. 

1893 

George S. Clark gives his address 
as Highland Home, Ala., where he 
is resident engineer of the State 
Highway Department. 

1897 

George Wigley, Columbia, S. C., 
was a recent visitor on the campus. 
Mr. Wigley is with the Serene Cot¬ 
ton Mill Engineers in Columbia. 

1903 

The office is in possession of an 
80-page monograph mailed to us by 
C. G. Gaum, professor in University 
Extension, Rutgers University. It is 
an interesting booklet and bears evi¬ 
dence of work carefully and expert¬ 
ly done. He is mailing a copy to the 
members of his class. He invites all 
Auburn men passing his way to call 
by his office 77 Hamilton St., on the 
Rutgers campus, New Brunswick, N. 
J. 



MRS. CHARLES C. THACH 

Whose presence on the Auburn campus dur¬ 
ing the Sixtieth Commencement was a source 
of great pleasure to the many grads who 
knew her during the brilliant career of her 
husband as Auburn’s president. 


1906 

G. Russell Hollinger, 20 Fearnway, 
Mobile, Ala., is secretary and treas¬ 
urer of the Gcrr Lumber Co., Inc., 
in Mobile. 

Wm. Leroy Mitchell, Tech Station, 
Ruston, La., was a recent visitor on 
the campus. Mr. Mitchell is Dean of 
Men and Professor of Mechanical En¬ 
gineering at the Louisiana Polytech¬ 
nic Institute. 

Thomas Byron Richardson, 56 
Prospect St., Hartford, Conn., holds 
a position as Chief Engineer with 
the Hartford Steam Boiler Inspec¬ 
tion and Insurance Company. Mr. 
Richardson recently returned to Au¬ 
burn for a brief visit. 

1907 

Earnest Wood Thornton, 212 Wil¬ 
liam St., East Orange, N. J., is Chief 
Chemist with the R. B. Davis Co., 
Hoboken, N. J. 

1908 

David King Caldwell, Box 151, Ty¬ 
ler, Texas, writes that he is now 
engaged in highway construction 
work with headquarters at Tyler. Af¬ 
ter leaving college, he was for two 
years Engineer for Caddo Parish, La. 
Following this work, he was Senior 
Highway Engineer for the U. S. Bu¬ 
reau of Public Roads with headquar¬ 
ters at Jackson, Miss. In 1919 he 
moved to Tyler. 


“SAY IT WITH FLOWERS” 

OPELIKA FLORAL €0. 

OPELIKA, ALA. 
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1909 

H. W. Esslinger, Memphis, Tenn., 
was a recent visitor to the Alumni 
Office. Mr. Esslinger played tackle 
on Auburn’s football team for three 
years. He was All-Southern in ’08 
and ’09. For eight years he has been 
teaching in the Memphis High School. 

1910 

W. A. Harman, engineer with the 
National Biscuit Company at Phila¬ 
delphia, was a recent visitor on the 
campus. This was Mr. Harman’s 
first visit to Auburn since his grad¬ 
uation 21 years ago. He was ac¬ 
companied by his family. 

Dr. E. T. Hallman, East Lan¬ 
sing, Michigan, called at the alumni 
office August 7. Dr. Hallman, with 
his charming wife and two lovely 
daughters, was enroute to Camden 
to visit Mrs. Hallman’s relatives. He 
is connected with Michigan Agricul¬ 
tural College, holding the position of 
Bacteriologist. They were guests of 
Dr. and Mrs. I. S. McAdory while in 
Auburn. 

1912 

Dr. H. W. Brooks’ address is Gi¬ 
rard, Ala. 

1914 

Marvin Henry Killingsworth, Box 
318, Cullman, Ala., was on the cam¬ 
pus recently. Mr. Killingsworth is 
principal of the Cullman County High 
School. 

W. W. Ramsey, Russellville, Ala., 
visited the alumni office recently 
with his son who expects to enter col¬ 
lege in the fall. Mr. Ramsey was re¬ 
cently elected vice-president of the 
Alabama League of Municipalities. 
Being one of the men who helped 
to organize the league and being 
greatly interested in the organiza¬ 
tion it is a deserved honor bestowed 
upon him. For four years he served 
as Councilman in Russellville. Since 
that time he has been successively 
elected Mayor of the city and at the 
expiration of his present term will 
have served for ten years. 

1918 

Dr. Oliver N. Massengale, B.S., 
A. P. I.; M.S. Iowa State College; 
Ph.D., Rutgers, has been for the past 
two and one-half years Research 
Chemist with Mead Johnson & Co., 
Evansville, Ind. Dr. Massengale is 
sending a boy to Auburn next year 
who made a brilliant record in his 
high school studies and athletics. 

1920 

Lyle Brown, 175 Glenn Ave., Au¬ 
burn, Ala., is connected with the 
Horticulture Department of the col¬ 
lege. 

F. S. Morgan, B.S., E.E., was a 
visitor in Auburn July 20 for the 
first time in eleven years. Accom¬ 



ALEXANDER J. MITCHELL ’81 

A classmate of the beloved Dr. Ross, who 
attended the unveiling of the latter’s por¬ 
trait on Alumni Day. 

panying Mr. Morgan was his wife. 
On graduation from Auburn Mr. 
Morgan worked for two years with 
the Westinghouse Electric Company 
in Philadelphia. He is now located 
in Gulfport, Miss., with the Miss¬ 
issippi Power Co. His duties make 
him superintendent of all plants of 
the Mississippi Power Co. 

1921 

Joseph Crossland Hare, Evergreen, 
Colo., is in Auburn Summer Session 
doing work toward his Master’s de¬ 
gree. Mr. Hare was cheerleader at 
Auburn in 1920. 


F. E. Bell, Box 313, Burlington, 
N. J., is now associated with the 
United Engineers and Constructors, 
80 Park Place, Newark, N. J. He 
writes us that he recently met Harold 
Biggin, ’21, for the first time in ten 
years. 

1923 

Julian Harold Jackson, Box 1010- 
A, Jacksonville, Fla., is Factory Su¬ 
perintendent and Chemist with the 
Florida Agricultural Supply Company 
at Jacksonville. Mr. Jackson grad¬ 
uated from Auburn in Chemical En¬ 
gineering. 

Robert B. Reynolds, Evanston, Ill., 
is teaching research chemistry at 
Northwestern University, Evanston. 
Since graduation from Auburn, Mr. 
Reynolds has received his M.S. and 
Ph.D. Degrees from the University of 
Wisconsin in 1926 and 1928, respec¬ 
tively. 

Louis W. Gardner, now with the 
Gulf Research Laboratories, Phila¬ 
delphia, Penn., was a visitor on the 
campus during the early part of Au¬ 
gust. 

R. R. Mardre is superintendent of 
schools at Fountain Inn., S. C. Mr. 
Mardre has been at Fountain Inn 
since 1929. He was a recent visitor 
on the Auburn campus. 

1924 

Eugene Creel, Milton, Fla., is pur¬ 
suing work on his Master’s, degree at 
the University of Florida this sum¬ 
mer. For six years past, he has held 
the position of Vocational Agricul¬ 
tural teacher in the Allentown High 
School. He will be engaged in this 
same work at Milton, Fla., on com¬ 
pletion of his summer work. 


r-*-*---— 
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Professor W. E. Sewell was elect¬ 
ed president of the Auburn Chapter 
of Gamma Sigma Delta, honorary 
agricultural fraternity for the com¬ 
ing year. Professor Sewell has been 
with the college since 1925. Since 
1928 he has held the position of as¬ 
sociate professor in agriculture. 

1925 

Marius de Shay Marquis, Box 1629, 
Fort Benning, Ga., wrote in recently 
to give his correct address. 

George Hugh Taylor, 60 Hudson 
St., New York City, stopped by the 
Alumni Office while enroute to his 
old home in Selma, Ala. Mr. Tay¬ 
lor is working with the Western 
Union Telegraph Co., having been in 
their service for six years. 

W. J. Turner, 2619 College St., 
Jacksonville, Fla., was a visitor in 
Auburn, July 20. Mr. Turner grad¬ 
uated from Auburn in Civil Engineer¬ 
ing. He is at present located in 
Jacksonville with the A. C. L. Rail¬ 
road. 

W. C. Young’s address is Harlin¬ 
gen, Texas. 

1926 

Oliver Turner Ivey is an instruc¬ 
tor in history at Auburn. 

C. E. McLain, Principal of the Jun¬ 
ior High School, Selma, Ala., is at¬ 
tending Summer Session doing work 
on his Master’s degree. 

Loftin F. Ingram, B.S., has been 
teaching Vocational Agriculture at 
Collinsville, Ala., since graduation. 

Frank Selman Arant, B.S., M.S. 
’29 Auburn, is a member of the staff 
of A. P. I. but is now on leave do¬ 
ing graduate work at Iowa State Col¬ 
lege, Ames, Iowa. His temporary ad¬ 


dress is Department of Zoology, Iowa 
State College, Ames, Iowa. 

1928 

Hadden Bass “Goat” Smith is As¬ 
sistant Resident Engineer of the 
Louisiana Highway Commission, 
Grayson, La. 

Boland Hall Walkley, Jackson, 
Ala., is teaching vocational agricul¬ 
ture at the State Secondary Agri¬ 
cultural School in Jackson. Mr. 
Walkley visited on the campus re¬ 
cently. 

J. B. Majure is located at Fort 
Valley, Ga. 

1929 

K. W. Bewig is a radio engineer 
located at Rocky Point Central, 
Rocky Point, L. I. 

Percy Morris Beard is an instruc¬ 
tor in Civil Engineering at Auburn. 

1930 

T. G. Barrineau has been in Chi¬ 
cago since April 1. He was trans¬ 
ferred there from Marianna, Fla., and 
is now with the Central Public Ser¬ 
vice Corp., at 224 So. Michigan Ave. 

William Keister has a position with 
Bell Telephone Laboratories in New 
York City. His address is Room 932, 
463 West Street, New York City. He 
subscribed for The Alumnus on a 
recent visit to Auburn. 

Hugh D. Secton, 151 N. College 
St., Auburn, Ala., is graduate as¬ 
sistant in the Ag. Eng. Dept, of the 
college. 

Rosser Alston was back on the 
campus during July. He is now Dis¬ 
trict Advertising Manager for the 
Allied Mills of Fort Wayne, Ind. 

1931 

Henry E. Parris is teaching in East 
Tallassee, Ala. The alumni office 
enjoyed a short visit from him re¬ 
cently. 


Auburn Dean of Architecture 

Is Permanent Member of 

State Board of Registration 

A bill requiring the registration of 
architects, passed by the recent legis¬ 
lature, was approved by Governor 
Miller, July 17. At the same time 
the Governor appointed four mem¬ 
bers to the State Board of Registra¬ 
tion to serve with Dean Frederic 
Child Biggin, member ex-officio. 

By the terms of the law the dean 
of architecture of the Alabama Poly¬ 
technic Institute is a permanent mem¬ 
ber of the board. Members appoint¬ 
ed were Hugh Martin of Birmingham 
(one year), Bern Price of Birming¬ 
ham (two years), Walter Ausfeld of 
Montgomery (three years), and John 
Carey of Mobile (four years). On 
the expiration of these terms ap¬ 
pointments will be made for a period 
of four years each. 
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18 AUBURN O. R. C.’s 

ATTEND TEXAS CAMP 
Eighteen Auburn men, members of 
the Officers’ Reserve Corps, 334th 
Field Artillery, attended a two-weeks’ 
camp for Reserve Officers at Fort 
Sam Houston, Texas, June 19 to 
August 1. 

Those attending were Captain Her¬ 
man Orr, Auburn, Ala.; First Lieu¬ 
tenants Cyrus Andrew Ashcraft, New 
Orleans, La.; and Forney Hurst In¬ 
gram, Opelika, Ala. Second Lieu¬ 
tenants—Leondus Brown, Auburn, 
Ala.; John Roe Denton, Oneonta, 
Ala.; Clarence Birnie Johnson, Jr., 
Birmingham, Ala.; Joseph Bernard 
McLain, Buffalo, Ala.; Floyd Otto 
Miller, Birmingham, Ala.; Grover 
Tyler Nichols, York, Ala.; Luther 
Wiley Perry, Glen Allen, Ala.; Julius 
Frederick Pomeroy, Jr., Eufaula, 
Ala.; James Rufus Reed, Birming¬ 
ham, Ala.; Harry David Riley, An¬ 
dalusia, Ala.; John C. W. Stewart, 
Attalla, Ala., and James S. Wiatt, M. 
A. Jones, Frank E. Tuxworth, and 
Thomas W. Parrish, all of Auburn, 
Ala. 

r -s 

WEDDINGS 

AND ENGAGEMENTS 


1924 

Robert Eugene Lambert, Jr., ’24 
was married to Miss Helen Burford 
of Camden, the ceremony taking 
place on June 30. The groom is from 
Darlington, Ala. 

1926 

Mr. F. J. Almgren ’26 was mar¬ 
ried to Miss Sarah Cone on June 
27, in First Baptist Church of West 
Point, Miss. 
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1927 

Mr. Warren Moore ’27 of Auburn 
was married on June 5, to Miss Flor¬ 
ence Pettus in the bride’s home at 
Huntsville. Both Mr. and Mrs. Moore 
have been teaching in the city schools 
of Huntsville. The bride is a grad¬ 
uate of Womans College in Mont¬ 
gomery. 

The engagement of Miss Sarah 
Hunnicutt Bailey to Mr. Comer C. 
Pierce ’29 was announced recently. 
Announcement was made by the 
bride’s parents, Mr. and Mrs. Em¬ 
mett J. Bailey, of Newnan, Ga. The 
groom’s home is in Louisville, Ala. 

1929 

V. C. Helms was recently married 
to Miss Georgette Deloach of Pratt¬ 
ville. The bride is a graduate of 
Womans College in Montgomery, 
while the groom was an honor grad¬ 
uate of Auburn. They are making 
their home in Abbeville, Ala. 

Culver J. DeLoach was married to 
Miss Edna Davis at the bride’s home 
in Haynes, Ala., on June 10th. They 
are living at Pleasant Garden, N. C. 

1930 

Haskins Williams, II, was married 
June 10th to Miss Mary Tippins at 
the home of Dr. L. N. Duncan in Au¬ 
burn. They are making their home 
in Selma, Ala. 

Ex ’25 

James A. Merrell was married to 
Miss Mary Chilton Anderson at St. 
Mary’s-on-the-Highlands in Birming¬ 
ham, July 16th. The couple is at 
home in Knoxville, Tenn., where Mr. 
Merrell is studio manager of radio 
station WNOX. 


DISTINGUISHED ALUMNI 

DR. JOHN E. WALKER 
(Continued from page 4) 

been commented upon editorially in 
the Journal of the American Medical 
Association and cited in Osier’s Text 
Book of Medicine. 

Besides his publications on colds 
and influenza, Dr. Walker has car¬ 
ried out investigations relating to 
antiseptics and to diseases caused by 
germs known as spirochaetes. He is 
the only investigator in America who 
has successfully grown from a patient 
the germ known as Leptospira, thus 
proving conclusively that the disease 
caused by this germ, a severe type of 
jaundice, exists in America, as well 
as in Europe and Japan. He has al¬ 
so completed researches and publish- 



FOREMAN ROGERS 


Foreman Rogers, popular manager 
of the Tiger Theatre here, has been 
awarded an honorary “A” by mem¬ 
bers of the Auburn “A” Club. Mr. 
Rogers, who has always shown a 
keen interest in the development of 
Auburn athletics on a clean plane 
was officially awarded the letter with 
suitable ceremony just before the 
Auburn-Philly baseball game on last 
“A” Day. 

Mr. Rogers entered the theatre 
business in Auburn in 1926. The 
Tiger Theatre, under his manage¬ 
ment, was the first picture house in 
this section of Alabama to install 
sound equipment. Using the very 
latest and best sound apparatus, the 
Tiger Theatre shows 312 pictures a 
year to daily crowds averaging be¬ 
tween 500 and 700 individuals. Per¬ 
fect reproduction, expert selection of 
the latest pictures, and competent 
management cause Mr. Roger’s 
theatre to rank with the best in Ala¬ 
bama. 

ed papers relating to the extremely 
peculiar substance known as bac¬ 
teriophage. This substance destroys 
bacteria, reproducing itself as it de¬ 
stroys them, and is possibly a living 
thing preying upon bacteria exactly 
as the latter prey upon higher forms 
of life. 

Dr. Walker is a member of the 
American Medical Association and a 
Fellow of the American College of 
Physicians. In Opelika, Dr. Walker 
will limit his practice, in line with his 
previous training and experience, to 
the specialty of Internal Medicine. 


SCHOOL OF ARCHITECTURE 

AIDED BY ALA. CHAPTER 

ALUABLE support rendered the 
School of Architecture and Al¬ 
lied Arts at Auburn by the Alabama 
Chapter of the American Association 
of Architects since its organization 
in 1916 is commended by Dean Fred¬ 
eric Child Biggin. 

One of the chapter’s first acts was 
to establish an annual design prize 
of $20 for architectural graduates. 
To aid in needed expansion of the 
Auburn department of architecture, 
the Alabama Chapter donated $500 
toward an equipment fund of $1,000. 
Students, faculty members and busi¬ 
ness men of Auburn and Opelika 
subscribed the remaining $500. 

In 1925-26 the Alabama Chapter 
donated $300 to supplement an ad¬ 
ditional registration fee for students 
in Architecture to make possible the 
paying of an adequate salary to a 
badly needed assistant professor in 
the department. Registration in the 
department has doubled between the 
college years of 1922 and 1932. 

By 1926 the enrollment of archi¬ 
tectural students had grown from 11 
registrants in 1916 to more than 100. 
To meet the emergency in lack of 
funds the Alabama Chapter again 
came to Auburn’s rescue and was in¬ 
strumental in the raising of $2,780 
toward a $5,000 fund. 

To assist in remodeling the old 
Chemistry building which was turn¬ 
ed over to the School of Architecture 
in 1930, the Chapter gave the balance 
of its Auburn fund amounting to 
$1,280. Without this establishment 
of the School of Architecture in its 
new quarters would have been im¬ 
possible. 


THREE GREAT PITCHERS 

(Continued from page 13) 

of Georgia in Montgomery, his last 
appearance for Auburn, but two 
heart-breaking errors gave the op¬ 
ponents seven runs which were suf¬ 
ficient for them to win the game by 
a close margin. 

Charlie Brown, a great pitcher, was 
prevented from taking part in inter¬ 
collegiate games because of a paren¬ 
tal ruling, hence Ed was forced to 
do most of the pitching when Auburn 
played other college teams. Dr. Petrie 
firmly believes that Charlie was the 
best tennis player in Auburn’s his¬ 
tory. 

To give the college team a bit of 
competition, the faculty in those 
days had a “nine” which played prac¬ 
tice games with the varsity. Dr. 
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Petrie pitched for the faculty and in 
all the games played he was never 
successful in striking out either Ed 
Mell or Charlie Brown. They could 
hit as well as pitch—and incidental¬ 
ly, so the old grads say, the slants 
of Dr. Petrie were not cinches by any 
means. 

The lamented Walter Riggs, form¬ 
er president of Clemson College, S. 
C., was the varsity catcher—doing 
the receiving for both Mell and 
Brown. Frank Lupton, now a promi¬ 
nent physician in Birmingham, was 
the catcher on the faculty team. This 
team included General Robert E. 
(Bob) Noble ’90, Prof. C. L. (Cliff) 
Hare ’91, and Dean Barnwell of the 
University of Alabama. It will be re¬ 
membered by the grads of the nine¬ 
ties that John Crommelin ’92 played 
second base on the college team in 
those early days. 


PREXY’S PAGE 

(Continued from page 10) 

merely handling the R. 0. T. C. work. 
He has been a great help on student 
problems. He has been a leader in 
all the good enterprises of the regu¬ 
lar work of the institution. He has 
been a faithful counselor not only 
to hundreds of students but to those 
of us in charge of administration as 
well. We are all happy to know that 
the War Department has seen fit to 
call him to the War College and 
those of us whom he leaves behind 
here at Auburn will watch his career 
with the greatest of interest. The 
very best wishes of Auburn will go 
with Major Kennedy and his family 
wherever they may be. 

Tercy ®eard 

I do not know how it would feel 
to be the holder of a world’s, record. 
But I do know how it feels to be an 
Auburnite and have an Auburn man 
win a world’s record. Percy Beard’s 
great career as an athlete is a source 
of pride to all of us and especially 
this record of 14.2 for the high 
hurdles recently won in the A. A. U. 
meet at Lincoln, Nebraska. There is 
something more about this record 
which to me is infinitely finer than 
the record itself and that is Percy 
Beard himself. He graduated from 
this institution as one of the most 
outstanding students we have ever 
had. His grade average for four 
years in Civil Engineering was 94.12. 
Ordinarily one might expect a stu¬ 
dent who had won Southern Cham¬ 
pionships in track athletics and 
scholarships and honor fraternities 
in his college career to be somewhat 


conscious of his own position and 
power. With all these honors Percy 
Beard is one of the most modest, 
earnest and gentlemanly of all Au¬ 
burn students. His love of Auburn 
itself is profound. He left New York 
City after his return from the great 
victory and came directly to Auburn 
to see those whom he loved most and 
then on to his home to be with his 
father and mother. That is, the spirit 
which we need in America today and 
he is a great example of it. Another 
generous, fine thing about him is the 
fact that he is always giving the full¬ 
est possible credit to Coach Hutsell 
who has been his faithful trainer 
since he was a freshman. Next year 
I think there will be a good many 
Auburn men and possibly some Ala¬ 
bama men as well who will make the 
pilgrimage to Los Angeles, California, 
to see Percy Beard win his event in 
the great Olympic meet. 


ALUMNI ORATION 

(Continued from page 6) 

New York recently when Beard 
broke the indoor hurdle record at 
Madison Square Garden. A compan¬ 
ion upon reading a newspaper ac¬ 
count of the achievement inquired 
about college athletics and scholar¬ 
ship. Mr. Williams then gave him 
Beard’s scholarship record, showing 
that his average in his freshman year 
was 92, sophomore year 94.5, junior 
90.5, and senior 96.3. 


The general standing of Auburn 
men was declared by the speaker to 
be represented by a recent statement 
from a prominent business executive 
who declared that their salient char¬ 
acterizations are “their ingenuity, 
their initiative, and their self-re¬ 
liance.” These, he explained, are 
combined with the highest character. 

The speaker closed with “Alumni 
objectives,” which he listed as fol¬ 
lows: 

“To promote good fellowship and 
common interest in the welfare of 
all Auburn men. 

“To locate and enlist the coopera¬ 
tion of all former students. 

“To organize clubs everywhere 
sufficient numbers of men are locat¬ 
ed. 

“To secure the financial support 
of the organization. 

“To make the Alumni magazine an 
interesting and useful publication, 
disseminating information about the 
association, the alumni, and the col¬ 
lege. 

“To enlist efficiently organized 
support of the administration in en¬ 
couraging worthy and ambitious 
young men from high schools each 
year to attend college. 

“To cooperate with and encourage 
in every way possible a hard-working, 
far-seeing President and an able 
corps of skilled and efficient profes¬ 
sors.” 
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SENATOR ROBINSON 
SPEAKS 
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SENATOR JOSEPH T. ROBINSON 
Who delivered the commencement address 
May 19. 

T THE conclusion of the bac¬ 
calaureate address delivered by 
Senator Joseph T. Robinson of Ar¬ 
kansas, Pres. Bradford Knapp con¬ 
ferred degrees upon a class of 225 
graduates, bringing the 59th annual 
commencement on May 19 to a close. 
These added to the degrees confer¬ 
red at the commencement in January 
following the close of the first se¬ 
mester of the session and those to be 
conferred at the end of the summer 
school in August will bring the total 
for the year to 332, Dr. Knapp said. 

Conferring of degrees was follow¬ 
ed by the announcement and presen¬ 
tation of 28 special honors and 
awards, going to students who had 
earned them during the year. 

Speaking to the senior class Sen¬ 
ator Robinson pictured them as pro¬ 
ducts of high character, noble pur¬ 
pose, energy, and great sacrifice on 
the part of their parents. 

Senator Robinson told them that 
he who is honest and will be faithful 
and continuous in the performance 
of duty is almost sure to succeed 
and that such a person will never 
fail in the usual sense of the word. 

He gave to them a teaching of the 
orientals which is that “Earnestness 
is the path of the immortals.” 

President Knapp said that the ses¬ 
sion vrhich ended today has been the 
best in the history of the Alabama 
Polytechnic Institute, although con¬ 
ditions in general have not been fav¬ 
orable. He praised the faculty and 
the students for the splendid spirit 
and cooperation. 


SIXTIETH SESSION 

(Continued from page 5) 

course includes work in engineering 
subjects to which is added economics, 
business administration and account- 
ting. 

“It has been said,” Dr. Knapp ex¬ 
plained, “that of those starting busi¬ 
ness life with no education none 
achieve notable success; of those 
with only grammar school education 
one in 9,000 become distinguished, 
of high school graduates one in 400; 
of college graduates one in 15; of 
those graduating with the highest 
scholastic standing one in three.” 

In addition to the regular session, 
Auburn conducts a summer school 
each year during which students may 
get credit for a third of a regular 
session. Each regular session is di¬ 
vided into two semesters. In recent 
years three graduations have been 
conducted annually. The first each 
year is in January at the close of the 
semester of the regular session; the 
second is at the end of the regular 
session, and the third is at the close 
of the summer school in August. 
Three commencements will be ob¬ 
served in 1932 when degrees will be 
conferred upon candidates who have 
completed requirements. 


ROSS PORTRAIT 

(Continued from page 7) 

higher and higher levels of spirit¬ 
ual, mental and physical attainment.” 

JUDGE DILLARD ACCEPTS POR¬ 
TRAIT AND PRESENTS TO 
DR. KNAPP 

“Mr. Bragg and Fellow Alumni: 

“By our Alumni Association to me 
has been assigned the task—no, not 
the task, but the privilege and the 
distinct honor of accepting from you, 
the generous donor, the pupil, the as¬ 
sistant, the friend of Dr. Bennett Bat¬ 
tle Ross, the gift of this portrait of 
him to the Association, and in turn 
presenting it from the Association to 
the college, our alma mater, loved of 
us all, where in boyhood and youth 
he received instruction, and to which 
he devoted practically all the years 
of his manhood in conscientious, 
faithful labor in teaching the young 
men and the young women who be¬ 
came students in his department of 
education. 

“And may I not, ladies and gentle¬ 
men, linger for a little to pay a trib¬ 
ute of respect and love from this 
Association to the memory of Ben 
Ross, as we older men knew him and 
loved to call him? 
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“TUT, TUT” 

Indicative of the veracity of 
William M. Williams, deliverer 
of the alumni oration here on 
May 18, is the incident alluded 
to by Haygood Paterson at the 
alumni exercises. To quell the 
annoying disturbances of a 
member of the sub-freshman 
class here in the nineties, Mr. 
Williams, the instructor, threat¬ 
ened to throw the young culprit 
out the window. Highly insult¬ 
ed, the outraged sub-frosh com¬ 
plained to the then president, 
Dr. William Leroy Broun. “Tut, 
tut,” said Dr. Broun, “you’d bet¬ 
ter be quiet; Mr. Williams is a 
man of his word.” 

V_ J 

Scholar at Home and Abroad 

“I first knew him in the early 
seventies. He was then only a young 
boy, but already in him were those 
budding characteristics which were to 
flower into a splendid manhood. 
While an intelligent boy, he did not 
at that early day evince that breadth 
and strength of intellect which later 
so marked him among the very able 
men in the world of education. But it 
was not long before the fine quali¬ 
ties of his mind began to show them¬ 
selves. When he became a student 
in this college he immediately took 
high rank in his studies, and soon in 
the field of chemistry showed him¬ 
self to be a genius. He graduated 
from this college with high honors, 
and in the Universities of Berlin and 
Goettingen, where instruction was 
given with the meticulous thorough¬ 
ness of the German University, where 
there were deep thinking, intelligent 
students and wise and learned pro¬ 
fessors, he stood among the best; for 
his intellect was of no ordinary kind 
—it was analytical, penetrating, pro¬ 
found. 

“He went from his student days 
to his tasks in the world equipped by 
power of mind, by wide knowledge, 
by accurate learning, by constant 
study and close application, for suc¬ 
cess in his profession and success was 
his. As assistant professor of chem¬ 
istry in the Alabama Polytechnic In¬ 
stitute, as full professor and acting 
President there, as Professor of 
Chemistry in the University of Louisi¬ 
ana, as State Chemist in Alabama, in 
each and all of these places he show¬ 
ed a knowledge of chemistry, an 
ability to impart that knowledge, and 
an aptitude for teaching which made 
him a great chemist and a great 
teacher. 

Courage of Conviction 

“But Ben Ross had qualities su¬ 
perior to any gifts of intellect, su- 
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perior to any accomplishments of 
learning. This is often accused of 
being a materialistic age, and if the 
charge is not altogether justified— 
and for myself I think it is not— 
yet there can be no doubt that there 
are many, far too many, who believe 
that the chief end of man is the ac¬ 
cumulation of gain. There can be 
no doubt that in this day the Golden 
Calf has a multitude of worshippers, 
even as it had in the day of Moses 
and Aaron; but not of these was Ben 
Ross. While he felt, as every wise 
man feels, that he should not be 
neglectful of the comforts of his 
household, and, so far as his income 
would allow, should lay aside a sup¬ 
port for his old age, and for the 
companion with whom, hand in hand, 
he had trodden the rough places of 
life and the smooth places of life, 
both sustained in their struggles, 
comforted in their sorrows, made 
happier in days of sunshine by their 
mutual respect, confidence and love; 
yet he felt if the demands and exi¬ 
gencies of life and his devotion to 
his work forbade this, there was a 
noble reward in the consciousness of 
duty well done. He set for himself 
an ideal not only far higher than the 
ideal of the accumulation of wealth, 
but higher even than the achieve¬ 
ments of an imperial intellect. That 
ideal was to have right convictions, 
and the courage of those convictions, 
the pure heart, the unsullied charac¬ 
ter, the sympathetic understanding, 
the helping hand; passing through the 
world “wearing the white flower of 
a blameless life”, doing good to 
others, meeting life’s calls and duties 
with unfailing courage and a sub¬ 
lime confidence. To this ideal he 
lived true and loyal. 

Patriotic Citizen of State 

“Numerous things that have made 
for the comfort and happiness of the 
citizens of this town owe their be¬ 
ginnings and their accomplishment to 
him. The demands made upon him 
as a patriotic citizen of this state and 
this nation he met and fulfilled. In 
the private walks of life he was true 
to the ideals he had set for himself. 
To many a one needy and despond¬ 
ent he extended pecuniary aid and 
spoke words of hope and encourage¬ 
ment, and to his students not only 
did he give instruction in the science 
of chemistry, opening to them many 
of its secrets and wonders, but he 
instilled into them something of his 
own idealism and by word and ex¬ 
ample taught them how to become 
more useful citizens and better men 
and women; and through it all, and 
in it all he was the Christian gentle¬ 
man. In this day of doubt and un- 


CAPT . THOMAS C. LOCKE 

PROMOTED TO MAJOR RANK 
Ex 1910 

Capt. Thomas C. Locke, of Mont¬ 
gomery, has just been promoted by 
the War Department to the grade of 
Major. He is on duty in the office 
of the Quartermaster at Headquarters 
5th Corps Area, Fort Hayes, Ohio. 

Maj. Locke began his military ca¬ 
reer as a Second Lieutenant of Infan¬ 
try, Alabama National Guard, in No¬ 
vember, 1905; was promoted to a 
First Lieutenant, First Infantry, Ala¬ 
bama National Guard, in November, 
1909, and a Captain in November, 

1912. He was transferred to the 
Adjutant GeneraTs Department, Ala¬ 
bama National Guard, in November, 

1913, and promoted to a Major. On 
October 31, 1919, he was honorably 
discharged as a Major, Adjutant Gen¬ 
eral’s Department, National Army, 
but reentered the service on July 1, 
1920, as a Captain of Quartermaster 
Corps, Regular Army. 

Maj. Locke was made a member 
of Kappa Sigma while at Auburn, 
and was prominent in football be¬ 
tween 1907-10. 


certainty, when so many earnest men 
would fain have no doubt, but against 
their wills and almost despairingly 
are crying: 

‘But what am I? 

An infant crying in the night; 

An infant crying for the light, 

And with no language but a cry.’ 

“For him there was no doubt, no 
uncertainty. The radiant light that 
shone on Calvary, and in ineffable 
beauty has streamed all down the 
centuries, ever lighted his path; and 
when this life, Tike a dome of many- 
colored glass staining the white ra¬ 
diance of eternity’, was for him 
shattered into fragments, undismay¬ 
ed, unafraid, like St. Paul of old, 
feeling that he had fought the good 
fight, that he had finished his course, 
that he had kept the faith, he fell 
asleep on the bosom of God. Over 
such a life, over such a death, no 
tear should be shed, but there should 
be raised a shout of triumph, and a 
paean of victory. 

“For many of us in this audience 
the westering sun already is casting 
long shadows to the east. We first 
knew Ben Ross in his boyhood. Many 
more in this audience knew him in 
his early manhood, and more yet in 
his mature manhood. But no mat¬ 
ter when we knew him, or how long 
we knew him, the memory of our 
communion with him, of our com¬ 
panionship with him, of our friend¬ 
ship for him, of his friendship for 
us, is very precious, and remains 
with us like the dying music of the 


wind harp that lingers in soft ca¬ 
dences after the breezes that played 
upon it have been hushed into si¬ 
lence. 

Portrait to Perpetuate Memory 

“This portrait will hang in the 
Ross Chemical Laboratory, that beau¬ 
tiful building which is in truth a 
monument to him whose life was one 
of devotion to this institution where 
he taught so long and so well, and 
one of self-sacrifice to others. It 
will be looked upon by many who 
never knew him, but as his kindly 
face looks down upon them from 
this canvas, as they are told what 
manner of man he was, through all 
the future of this institution he will 
exercise an influence for good, 
though it be a silent influence. In¬ 
deed, I sometimes think we do not 
rightly realize or properly appreciate 
the silent influences of life. It is a 
silent influence which touches the 
bud, but the flower blushes into 
beauty; it is a silent influence which 
breathes upon the fruits of summer, 
but they redden and ripen at the 
autumn’s coming; it is a silent in¬ 
fluence which acts upon the seed, 
but the young corn springs green 
from the earth. Gravitation itself is a 
silent influence, but it holds the uni¬ 
verse in its place and guides the 
stars in their courses. 

“And now as I close may I not 
say, as years ago from this very plat¬ 
form I said of another Bennett Bat¬ 
tle Ross, the father of our own Ben 
Ross, himself a loved and honored 
professor of this institution? Night 
after night through all this wide 
world the stars will come out in 
God’s eternal blue. They will beam 
upon the graves of good men and 
true men everywhere; but they will 
shine down and smile down upon the 
grave of no truer, purer, nobler, bet¬ 
ter man than Bennett Battle Ross. 

“Into your hands, Dr. Knapp, I de¬ 
liver this portrait, given by one who 
intimately knew Ben Ross and loved 
him deeply.” 

ACCEPTED BY COLLEGE 

Commenting on the great life and 
work of Dr. Ross in behalf of Au¬ 
burn, President Knapp accepted the 
portrait for the College and stated 
that it would be permanently hung 
in the rotunda of Ross Chemical 
Laboratory which stands as a monu¬ 
ment to this brilliant son of Auburn. 


YOUR CORRECT ADDRESS 
The alumni office wants the cor¬ 
rect address of every Auburn man. 
When your address is changed, kind¬ 
ly drop us a card. Otherwise, we can 
only continue sending mail from the 
college to your old location. 
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